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The Stranger’s
One Question,

Rabsi Jonathan Tawil

Do you have ambitione
When you were younger, were
you striving to reach a goal; a
job that would lead you to
success in life?

Everyone dreams of being
successful. Some are happy on a
small scale, but most would like
to reach the top — wherever that
is!

G-d works in mysterious ways,

but there are signs along the
path to success.

The Torah infroduces us with
much excitement to the birth of
Moshe Rabenu. Although all the
Hebrew newborn babies are
being sent to their death by
drowning in the River Nile, Moshe
Rabenu miraculously survives
and is looked after by his sister
from afar and eventually by his
mother from nearby.

Pharaoh at that time had no
idea what was to become of this
baby.

We are left in no doubt that G-d
runs the path of life — as we see
with our own eyes, the Hebrew
leader growing up under the
eyes of Pharaoh.

Eventually, as a young man,

Moshe comes across a fellow
Hebrew being struck by an
Egyptian man. At that fime he
felt his allegiance with the

A Jewish stranger once visited a
town. He saw another Jew
walking and approached him.

oppressed Hebrew and«cqn | gsk you a question2” he

defended him: "He looked from

side to side and saw that there «\ ot

wasno man” —seemingly no one
was watching, so he struck the
Egyptian who died.

The following day, Moshe found
himself confronted by ftwo
Hebrews quarrelling. Amidst his
efforts to calm the situation, he
was accused of planning to slay
one of them just as he had slain
the Egyptian.

asked.

now! | am late for
synagogue”, replied the man, as
he furned, running towards a
large building at the end of the
street.

The stranger was actually quite
happy with the response — you
see, all he wanted to ask the
person was; “where was the
town synagogue?¢”

He followed the man and
prayed. At the end of the prayer
he approached the man and
said to him,

“1 have a question to ask you.”

This time the person replied,

“Sure, go ahead!”
“The Torah tells us that when Yosef

Our Sages are confused — how is
it possible that Moshe could be
accused of having slain some-
one when he had clearly ascer-
tained that there was no ‘man’
in sight?

| will explain with a beautiful idea
| once heard.
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at the age of 17 was sent by his
father to find his brothers, he
found an ISH - ‘a man’ — on the
road. Our Sages explain that this
ISH was Gavriel the angel, who
proceeded to help Yosef find his
way to the brothers.

How do the Sages know that this
ISH was Gavriel2 In  fact,
elsewhere, the Torah calls Eisav's
angel ISH!

So how come in one place, the
word ISH is translated by our
sages to mean Gavriel, and in
the other it means the arch

enemy angel of Eisave?
p.t.o.

020 8806 2528

Proud Sponsors of TA
S EXAN . <PIVE\

IVECO" T <O ER=S
EST 1967

TAKING CARE OF YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

Proud sponsors of TAL

LONDON'S PREMIER DRY CLEANER



http://www.torahactionlife.com

The person looked on, astound-

ed by such a great question.

“I have no idea!” he said.

“Let me explain”, confinued the
stfranger, “with  the saintly
explanation of Rabbi of Tsanz the
Divrei Chaim.

“When the angel of Eisav fought
Yakov the whole night, at the
end Yakov asked the angel for a
blessing.

Do you know what his response
was?e

The angel responded, ‘I don't
have time to give you —it is dawn
and | need to sing in front of G-d
at this time - leave me alone
Get out of here so | can go back
to synagogue.’

If that's the answer you receive
from a stranger, be assured he is
a bad angell

But when Yosef was lost, he
came across an ISH and that ISH
asked him, ‘how can | help?’

Such a person is a good angel -

hence our sages state it was
Gavriell”

Rabbi Asaf Portal (Special Article in Hebrew)

Needless to say,
understood the
powerful message.

the person
stranger’s

To be a ‘good man’ means to be
caring.

When Moshe came out and saw
that the Egypfian master was
oppressing the Hebrew slave, he
himself was hurt and could not
look on. He searched left and
right, fo see if there was any man
around.

The Netziv offers a fantastic
insight. There were in fact
people around when Moshe saw

. the Egyptian striking the Hebrew,

but the Torah is emphasising that
nobody was interested in doing
anything about it.

Hence when the Torah states “he
saw there was no man” - it
means he readlised that no one
was up to the task of helping this
poor slave.

The word ISH - ‘man’ —refers to a
man of worth, of moral fibre; a

man who seeks to right
ParashaJdnsights
- h

something which he believes to

be wrong - in this case, to stand

up for injustice.

It is to this fact that Hillel teaches

that: “In a place where there are

no men, strive to be a man.”
(Pirkei Avot, 2:5).

At a time when others just looked

on, Moshe was ready to act.
Through his actions he showed

his caring and eventually leader-
ship capabilities.

Moshe Rabenu, through his small
actions, was now bringing out
the credentials of his future
leadership.

Success is a process; it requires
commitment, clarity and set

goals. But more importantly, the
Torah teaches us a special secret
- big jobs usually go to the men
to

who prove their
outgrow small ones.

ability
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Why does the verse say "And Yosef was in 5. Which Hebrew men were fighting each
Egypt"? other?

1:5 - This verse adds that, despite being in = 2:13 - Datan and Aviram.

Egypt as a ruler, Yosef maintained his 6. Moshe was afraid that the Jewish
righteousness. — People were not fit to be redeemed because
"...And they will go up out of the land." Who " some among them committed a certain sin.

said this and what did he mean? What sin?
1:10 - Pharaoh said it, meaning that the 2:14 - Lashon hara (evil speech).
Egyptians would be forced to leave Egypt. 7. Why did the Midianites drive Yitro's daughters
Why did Pharaoh specifically choose water as the away from the well?
means of killing the Jewish boys? (Two reasons.) 2:17 - Because a ban had been placed on Yitro
1:10,22 - He hoped to escape divine retribution, for abandoning idol worship.
as G-d promised never to flood the entire world. g How did Yitro know that Moshe was Yaakov's
Also, his astrologers saw that the Jewish descendant?
redeemer's downfall would be through water. 2:20 - The well water rose towards Moshe.
"She saw that he was good.” What did she see 9. What lesson was Moshe to learn from the fact that
"good"” about Moshe that was unique? the burning bush was not consumed?
2:2 - When he was born, the house was filled 3:12 - Just as the bush was not consumed, so
with light. too Moshe would be protected by G-d. .
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REFUAH SHELEMA Yona bat Esther - David Raphael ben Masouda - Shira llana bat Susan Shoshana Farha -

- Gittel Shara bat Sara Blima - Mordechai

10. What merit did the Jewish People have that
warranted G-d's promise to redeem them?

Rav Tzvi Pesach possessed the
courage of alion as he fearlessly
paskened Halacha the way he
saw it, despite giving the utmost

respect to preceding poskim.

He earned the ftitles ‘Posek
HaDor’, ‘Gaon HaHora'ah’, and
‘Mara D'Ara D'Yisrael'. Yet when
it came to dealing with the
Hamon Am, Rav Tzvi Pesach had
a heart of soft gold.

en Musha Yeta - Aharon ben Malka - Aharon ben Leah

3:12 - That they were destined to receive the

Printed with permission Ohr Samayach in English

Our Chachamim

When a poor =

)
person  would

bring him a freif

chicken to check, he would take
money out of his pocket and tell
them to buy another one. One
time a poor woman came with
a treif chicken. He knew this
woman would be insulted if he
gave her money. Rav Tzvi
Pesach took the chicken to his
kitchen and disposed of it. He

then asked his daughter if they
had any uncooked freshly
slaughtered chickens, which
they did. He then brought it out
to the woman, gave it to her,
and fold her that after
examining her chicken, he
paskened that it was Kosher
L'Mehadrin.
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Q1) What was the name of Moshe’s wife?
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