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Hashem’s Greatness

—

Rabsi Jonathan Tawil

Soon we shall all be sitting with

our families around the Seder
table, men women, grandparents,
children, many generations sitting at
one fable in order to relate the story
of our ancestors and how G-d
redeemed them from Egypt. It is infer-
esting fo note that we are told that
we are to sing G-d's praise, exalt and
relate His wonders on this night. A little
retrospection leads us to question
who put us in Egypt in the first place?
The Torah relates that Hashem told
Avraham that his children would serve
a foreign people in a land not theirs,
and they would be afflicted harshly
before being redeemed. It seems
that it was already prophesised that
we would be in exile. If so how can
we praise G-d for taking us out of
Egypt if He is the one that put us there
in the first place? This question can be
further understood by a Mashal, a
man was dying- he had fallen off his
ship and been drowning in the ocean.
He had swallowed a great deal of
water, and just at the last second a Dr
who was in a small boat managed to
bring him up and resuscitate him. He
survived. The man was forever grate-
ful to this Dr for saving his life. If there
was another man, who is on a ship,
and having a chat with a Dr. the Dr is
joking around and pushes him. He
falls of the ship and starts to drown.
The Dr jumps in the water and saves
him. This man would not be grateful
to the Dr for saving him, for it was the
Dr that pushed him in in the first place.
Similarly why is it that we are so grate-
ful fo Hashem for taking us out of
Egypt, He put us there in the first
place?
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The Dubna Magid brings the Gemara
in Berachot (5) Rebbi Shimon bar
Yochai said, "G-d gave to Israel three
good gifts, each of them were only
given through the hands of suffering.
The three are: Torah, the Land of Israel
and the world to come". Sufferings
are arefinement. They burn away the
waste. They cleanse and purify the
material in order that a person may
ascend to a level where he will be fit
fo receive the gift destined for him.
Similarly Hashem put the Bnei Yisrael

in suffering, he placed us BeKur
Habarzel, in the iron furnace, he mold-
ed us and refined us like a fiery fur-
nace, for only a nation that had
passed through and experienced the
fierce servitude in Egypt could relate
to how to serve Hashem.

Rav Ovadiah Yosef Zts’l explains
further, that when Hashem
redeemed Am Yisrael, He could have
just dealt one massive Plague that
would have finished off the Egyptians
and allowed the Jews to go, why did
Hashem chose to send ten plagues?
He answers with an awesome parao-

ble. Every wife knows which dish her
husband enjoys. If she wants to get
on his good side she will cook him his
favorite dish. Normally this comprises
of a main meal and side dish etc. The
restaurant Chef, however does not
know who will be popping in that day,
and what kind of food they enjoy and
therefore has to muster up a menu
catering for a large number of possi-
bilities. He has to show that he is an
expert cook in all these dishes in order
to impress all the clientele. The
plagues were HaShem's way of
revealing himself in Egypt. Were He to
reveal himself in one manner, people
would have thought he was restricted
to that one manner. Thus Hashem
catered for all, and revealed himself
in a manner that was clear that he
was in control of all the elements. Rav
Ovadiah Zts'l comments further that
the prophet promises us in the Name
of Hashem (regarding the future
redemption): "as in the days when
you left the land of Egypt, | will show
wonders" (Micha 7:15). Chazal com-
ment on this "as in the days when you
left the land of Egypt | will show won-
ders - more than the wonders | did
with your forefathers" (Yalkut Shimoni
Bshalach remez 25). How can we
explain these words of Chazal, does
the Pasuk not imply that the upcom-
ing miracles will be EQUAL to those
performed in Egypt? How can Chazal
conclude from this Pasuk that the
wonders of the future redemption will
be GREATER than those experienced
in Egypte
The invention of the telephone gener-
ated tremendous excitement. What
a miracle! Imagine being able to
speak here and being heard in anoth-
er house! Today, however, if we try to
p.t.o.
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call America and do not get through
we immediately complain to the tele-
phone company. It is all so simple
today, there is nothing new in being
able to be heard in America. The only
way fo generate excitement is to
show something even more novel, on
a greater level than being able to
speak fo someone in America.

Many years ago you were, a guy who
had problems with specking Lashon
Hora. Every tiny bit of gossip which
you would hear, you would eagerly
share with all your friends. You were
known as the guy to come to for a
good chin wag. After a bit of fime you
decided, enough is enough you want
to repent. So slowly you work on your-
self and decide that from now on you
are going to be careful for one hour a
day. After a few months you move
that up to two hours, until eventually
you are not speaking Loshon Hora at
all. You are now for years clean of the
sin of Lashon Hora and it does not
even interest you anymore. It sickens
you to hear another person talk out
someone else, you can't even imag-
ine how a person could do such a
thing. One day someone comes up
to you and says | want to tell you
some good gossip. You say to them
no way, | am noft inferested in the
slightest! Do you receive reward for
saying that you don’'t want to hear.
Surely it's not even a challenge for
you anymore. Let's say a guy dislikes
learning Torah. He really applies
himself and now he loves it and he
can’'t imagine a life without Torah
learning. Does he still get reward
when he goes to Shul to sit down and
learn?

In this week's Sedra after the inaugu-
ration of the Mishkan. The Torah tells
us that Aharon did everything that
Hashem had commanded him to do.
We also find a very similar Possuk in
Parshas Bahalsoscho that it says

Ahron listened to Hashem. Rashi tells
us that The Torah is praising Aharon
since he did not deviate from the
ways of Hashem only he did exactly
as he was commanded. Ask all the
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The same may be said regarding
HaShem's "miracles’. The fact that
water can be transformed into blood
and that a non-Jew can drink blood
from the same cup from which a Jew
drinks water is nothing new to us, we
have seen it all in Egypt. These are no
longer "wonders" for us, but rather
things which we are used to. We
teach our children every year about

Parasha Insights

these great events. When the prophet
promises us "wonders" in the future he
must be referring to miracles beyond
what we have seen in Egypt, for other-
wise we would not be able to refer to
them as "wonders' but rather as
events we have seen before. May
Hashem bless us to merit this prophe-
sised GREATER Redemption hastily in
our days. Amen.

Commentators surely fo someone on
the level of Aharon Hakohain it should
be obvious that he listened to every
single word that Hashem had told him.
If not him then who else2 Some an-
swer that the Torah is stressing to us
that they did exactly as Hashem had
commanded them not deviating one
iota.

The Novi, Yimiyahu writes | did noft sit in
the company of scoffers, because of
your mission | sat alone. Yirmiyahu
Hanovi s telling us that he did not sit in
the path of scoffers? Surely this kind of
behaviour is way beyond him, what
does he need to point it out for?

Says Rabbi Moshe Rosenshtein that
when a person has come to a stage

“Hashem looks at this person
every time as if he had that
Yetser Hora now and as if
this sin is a big struggle
for him to overcome”

where he has had a test for a certain
sin, but now this is not an issue for him,
he will still get reward for not doing
the sin even though it wasn't a chal-
lenge for him not to do it. Hashem
looks at this person every time as if he
had that Yetser Hora now and as if
this sin is a big struggle for him to
overcome. So that’s why Yirmaiyahu
and Ahron Hakohein are extolled in
the Tenach for the fact that they
reached a level that meant that not
listening to the word of Hashem was
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not even enjoyable any more. The
Torah is poinfing out to us that often
the generation’s greats are not born
with greatness, only it's something
they work on throughout their life.
Even Aharon Hkohen and Yirmiyahu
had a Yetser Hora not to serve
Hashem. But the difference is they
worked on it unfil they came to a
state whereby all they wanted to do
was Avoidas Hashem,

So each and every one of us has to
remember that as we are moving up
the Bechira ladder and getting more
and more spiritual each time we face
a test, that we had a long time ago
Hashem still rewards us as if we are still
on that low level. Sometimes a person
can work on a certain area of Avodas
Hashem for many vyears unfil it
becomes his second nature. He has
to remember that even though he
may have forgotten his dark history,
Hashem always remembers it and
rewards him as if he had he had to
overcome the challenge now. So if
you are ever feling a bit down
wondering how much you have really
achieved in your spiritual accomplish-
ments. Try and remember a level you
used to be on and have long moved
on from, then realising that Hashem is
still rewarding you every time you
come across this challenege, for origi-
nally moving up and not succumbing
fo your challenges.
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priestly garments? prepare the korban of Aharon and his sons?e

6:3 - Nothing. — 6:14 - Boiling, baking in an oven and frying in a
2. How often were the ashes removed from upon pan.

the mizbe'ach? How often were they removed . 7.What is the difference between a minchat
from next to the mizbe'ach? kohen and a minchat Yisrael?

1. What separated the kohen's skin from the u 6. What three baking processes were used to

6:4 - 6:15 - The minchat kohen is burned completely.
A) Every day. Only a handful of theminchat Yisrael is burned, and
B) Whenever there was a lot. the remainder is eaten by the kohanim.
3. If someone extinguishes the fire on the mizbe'ach, 8. When is a kohen disquadlified from eating from
how many Torah violations has he fransgressed? a chatate
6:6 - Two. 6:19 - If he is tamei (spiritually impure) at the time of
4. The portion of a flour-offering offered on the sprinkling of the blood.
the mizbe'ach may not be chametfz. But is 9. What is the difference between a copper and earth-
the kohen's portion allowed to be chametz? enware vessel regarding removing absorbed tastes?
6:10 - No. 6:21 - One can remove an absorbed taste from a
5. When a kohen is inaugurated, what offering must he copper vessel by scouring and rinsing, whereas such
bring? a taste can never be removed from an earthenware
6:13 - A korban mincha -- A tenth part of an ephah of vessel.
flour. 10. Can an animal dedicated as an asham be replaced
with another animal?

Printed with permission Ohr Samayach in English 7:1 - No

Our Chachamim
During his stay in lIsrael, Baba Sali ‘Ac,
visited the city of the Kabbalists, Safed.
There he met many great scholars,
among them the renowned Rav gogue, because he wished fo pray sali instructed me to hold on to his
(Rabbi ) Shlomo Eliezer Alfandri. The fhere. garment and entfer the synagogue
two of them, Baba Sali — just over thirty “The Rav went to the synagogue of the  with him. After we passed through the
years of age — and Rav Alfandri, who holy Ari, and | went to find the key to first set of gates, we entered the synao-
was already past one hundred years this barred building. The people of the  gogue's courtyard.
of age, discussed Kabbalah for along City led me fo an old man. When | “Baba Sali walked to the right side of
time. During this visit, Baba Sali had requested the key, he refused. | the courtyard, and then entered the
wanted to pray in the synagogue of explained that Baba Sali had sent me, synagogue, imbued with deep reli-
the holy Ari, but the building had been but he remained steadfast in his deci- gious fervour. When he opened the
locked for a long time and visitors sion not to give me the key. door, a bright light filled his face, a
were not allowed. Until then, whoever “If was then that the old man told me  |ight shining from within the room.
entered the synagogue met his death. how a number of people had lost their  Although it was close to twilight, bright
To stop these tragedies from occurring, lives in the synagogue. ‘I will not give  daylight filled the room! The Rav then
it was decided to lock up the syna- the key to anyone’, he declared. ‘It pyshed aside the curtain in front of the
gogue completely. Rav Moshe Shetrit, would be as if I am taking a life." I Holy Ark, unfastened the door and
who was one of Rav Yisrael's first at- begged and pleaded with the man opened a Torah scroll. For several
tendants and who was about twelve and said that | could not return to the  minutes he read from it.
years old at the time, described what Rav without the key. After a while, he “Afterwards we sat down on one of the
happened when this visit took place. reluctantly consented. Both Baba Sali penches in the synagogue. Baba Salli
“One day, not long after we arrived in  and the key had fo be bound fo the turned to me and said, ‘You can now
Jerusalem, the Rav asked me to calla rope in order to be retfrieved after- |et go of my garment. When we
taxi so that he could visit the holy city wards, he said, sure that the outcome  walked through the gates, the old
of Safed. When we arrived, he was Wwould be tragic. man ran to Baba Sali and embraced
greeted by the leading rabbis of the “He accompanied me fo the syna- and kissed him, speechless with joy.
community and escorted to an apart- gogue, and | gave Rav Yisrael (Baba “This visit became the talk of the city,
ment. After he rested, he summoned 3Sali) the key. The old man sat on a gnd thousands flocked to the syna-
me and asked if | would find the large rock nearby, trembling in antici- gogue of the holy Ari after the Rav
person who held the key to the syna- pation of the coming fragedy. Baba opened the doors.”
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