
14 KISLEV 5778  I  SHABBAT BEGINS:  15:40- ENDS: 16:48

PARASHA INSIGHTS
When we are young, we can’t wait to be older. We want to be 
considered grownups ASAP. We want to drive, order, invest, and 
be independent like the adults. 

Yet once we have reached a certain age, we look back at the 
good old days when we were young, and enjoyed even the 
simplest things in life.

Every adults likes to re-enact his childhood in simple ways, even 
as an adult. We don’t just remember our youth; we seem to 
yearn to live it every day. 

Most adults still get wildly enthusiastic about little things, 
playing with leaves, skipping down the street and running 
against the wind.

A wise man once said we should enjoy the little things, for one 
day you may look back and realize they were the big things.

It’s the little details that are vital. Little things make big things 
happen.

Yaakov was returning to Israel after many years away, and was 
now preparing for his infamous encounter with his brother Esav. 
In the middle of the night before the encounter, he made his 
move. 

The Torah relates that, “Yaakov got up that night and took his 
wives, his children, and all of his possessions and crossed the 
stream at Yabok.”

It would seem from this verse that Yaakov was together with his 
entire family and all their possessions. Yet the next verse tells us 
that Yaakov remained alone. 

The Torah places him back on the other side of the river, alone. 
As he stands alone the Torah relates that an angel fought with 
him till dawn. 

The question is obvious. If Yaakov crossed with his entire family, 
how did he end up on the other side of the stream, alone? 

The Gemara (Chulin 91a) explains that Yaakov returned to 
his original camping grounds. He had forgotten some Pachim 
Ktanim, insignificant ‘small’ earthenware, and thus returned 
alone, to retrieve them.

The Gemara’s reasoning is thus. If the verse tells us that Yaakov 
crossed with all of his possessions, and then it tells us he was 
alone, whatever he had returned for must have been insignificant 
and not worthy enough to be considered as possessions. 

Thus Yaakov returned alone for these insignificant vessels.

Insignificant to us – yes, but they were obviously not insignificant 
to Yaakov, after all he returned and put himself in danger for 
them.

Obviously, there is a deeper explanation as to what happened.

The Gemara derives from Yaakov’s actions that the righteous 
cherish their physical possessions even more then their own 
selves. This statement seems to be quite odd- don’t our Rabbis 
usually belittle the importance of material and monetary items? 

Herein lays the subtle difference between righteous person and 
the rest of us.

Rabbi Chaim Vital (in the name of the AR”I Hakadosh) states that 
when a person is granted possessions in this world, he dare not 
squander them; if Hashem has granted him possessions, it must 
be that they are necessary for his service of Hashem, otherwise 
Hashem would never have given him those possessions. Yaakov 
was a person who lived with this understanding of life- and 
therefore went back for the Pachim Ktanim which he felt were a 
direct gift from the Almighty!  

Rabbi Mattityahu Solomon Shlit”a offers a profound parable 
that sheds greater light on this idea. There was once a poor man 
who was very deprived. 

Despite his abject poverty, he continued to observe the Mitzvot 
meticulously. He needed one item, however, in order to 
appropriately perform the mitzvah of Netilat Yadayim, washing 
his hands - a cup and bowl. He couldn’t afford this, and prayed 
adamantly for a solution.

One night he dreamt that Hashem had noted his great poverty 
and extreme devotion to Mitzvot, and had given him a new 
cup and bowl for Netilat Yadayim. The next morning, he awoke 
shocked to see a brand new cup and bowl next to his bed. Words 
could not describe the overwhelming joy that he had, knowing 
that Hashem had personally responded to his request. 

Time passed by and it seemed he had a new Mazal – he became 
very wealthy. He purchased expensive furniture and precious 
objects, filling his house to capacity. 
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This week’s Parasha Sheet is dedicated on the memory of Regina (Rina) Bat Zula Aghib

THE WEEKLY QUOTE
“The single greatest thing you 

can do to change your life right 
now would be to start being grateful 

for what you have today.”

> MAZAL TOV TO
Mazal Tov Eli Cohen & Lucy Hayim

on their wedding

> UPCOMING EVENTS
• CHANUKAH EVENT ON A BOAT 
13TH DEC 

• TU B’SHVAT COOCKTAIL PARTY
30TH JAN (see more info online)
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Then he decided to move to a new home. When the move was 
complete and the workers came to him to be paid, he went 
through his entire house, taking inventory to make sure that 
everything had been transferred from the old house. Suddenly, 
he began to shout and berate the workers. “I am missing a 
very special vessel!” the man complained. “Impossible,” the 
workers responded, “we took everything from the house.” The 
man would not listen. He returned to his home to look for his 
precious Netilat Yadayim cup. He searched for a while until 
finally, to his excitement, he found the cup. The workers were 
naturally amazed by the wealthy man’s reaction to finding this 
simple, inexpensive cup. “For this you made such a commotion? 
It is nothing more than a simple cup!” the workers exclaimed. 

“To you it may be a simple cup, but to me it is invaluable, 
because I received it directly from Heaven. Indeed it is worth 
more to me than all my possessions!” responded the wealthy 
man. 

When we feel that something is directly from Hashem, we 
cherish it no matter how small or seemingly insignificant it may 
be. The truth is that even if we don’t receive our possessions in 
a miraculous way, our Avodah is to view them as Yaakov did. 
Yaakov understood that everything he had was from Hashem - 
so to squander or lose something which was directly given to 
him by Hashem would be unthinkable. Let’s delve a bit deeper: 

At the beginning of Parshat Vayeitsei, the Torah describes that 
Yaakov took the stone upon which he had slept and he poured 
oil onto it.

Our Sages are puzzled as to where exactly did Yaakov get 
this oil? After leaving his home in search for a wife, he was 
chased and ransacked by Eisav’s son - Eliphaz. He gave over 
all his wealth and belongings to Eliphaz. “Ki BeMakli Avarti Et 
Hayarden” - all he was able to carry with him was his stick. 

If so, how did he now have a jug of oil to pour over the stone? 
Where did he get it from?

Our Sages explain that just as the twelve original stones 
miraculously united into one stone, so to Yaakov was blessed 
with finding a special jug of oil. Chazal tell us that this was no 
ordinary oil. It came to Yaakov in a miraculous way, and was 
sent from heaven, remaining with our people for generations. 

The Sefer ‘Yam HaTalmud,’ in his introduction to Baba Kama 
quotes the Shach that this very same Pach Shemen (jar of oil) 
that Yaakov used on the stone, was many years later ‘found’ and 
used by the Chashmonaim to light the Menorah in Chanukah. 

We know the famous question about why Chanukah is eight days 
long if there were only seven days of the miracle. According to 
this, the finding of the Pach Shemen was a miracle as well. This 

was miraculous oil, which first appeared to Yaakov miraculously 

and later to the Chashmonaim.

The Megaleh Amukot, an early Kabbalist, explains that now we 

can understand why in this weeks Parasha Yaakov crosses over 

the river alone to fetch ‘little vessels’. Although seemingly ‘little’ 

and worthless; to the true eye, they contained miraculous oil. 

The Pasuk says, “Vayivater Yaakov Lvado,” and Yaakov was left 

alone.” “L’vado” can also be read, and Yaakov was left “Lo” 

“with” “Bado”. 

A “Bad” refers to an oil press (we are familiar with the term 

Bet Habad). And the letters Lamed at the beginning and Vav at 

the end have the numerical value of 36 – the exact number of 

candles we light throughout the days of Chanukah!

Small things in life can make a big effect on history. Lets 

view everything we have in life as a special personal gift 

from Hashem, and may we merit to truly feel Hashem’s hand 

giving us everything we have in life; from our families, to our 

physical capabilities, to all (even the smallest) of our monetary 

possessions. ■

A LIFE OF KIDDUSH HASHEM
Lilui nishmat Ovi Moiri Reb Zvi Hershel ben Yakov z’l

In the beginning of this week’s Parsha the Torah 
describes how Yaacov was frightened of meeting 
his brother Esov. 

The Torah uses two words to describe his fear.  
Vayiro, he was frightened and Vayitzer., he was 
scared. 

Why the double expression. ?

Rashi Hakodosh explains that Take as frightened 
of killing others and scared in case he would be 
killed. 

But that also needs clarifying...  it is understandable 
why he was scared of being killed but why was he 
frightened of killing others. 

Yaacov wasn’t a murderer,  he wasn’t going to hurt 
or harm his brother...  if need be he would defend 
himself from harm which may result in his needing 
to kill an enemy...  why was he frightened? 

The Meforshim explain this by shedding light on 
another interesting point in the Parsha. 

Yaacov told his family that he would divide them 
into two camps,  and rationalised that even if 
Esov would come and destroy the first camp, 
nevertheless,  the second group would certainly 
manage to flee. 

How did he know this? 

The Vilna Gaon explains beautifully. 

At the end of Parshat Toldot, after Rivko instructed 
Yakov to run away she aided that she didn’t want 
to lose both her sons on the same day. 

Yakov Ovinu understood that his mother, had just 
uttered deep and profound Nevuoh. He understood 
without a shadow of out that both himself and Esov 
would pass away on the same day. He therefore 
decided to act upon that prophecy. 

Initially he separated the two groups of his family 
one days journey apart and with that he made the 
following calculation, he would go in the first group 
towards Esov. 

Now, if Esov comes to harm the first group,  he 
knew that he may get killed, but he was worried 
that even if he defended his family and killed Esov, 
he would also pass away on the same day which 
explains why he was concerned about killing Esov 
as this would mean he would also die. 

And we can also understand why he was so cerrato 
at the other group would escape. 

Simply put, even if Esov would overcome Yaacov 
and destroy the first group,  Esov would be 
definition have to die on the same day and would 
be unable to reach the second group as they 
were one days journey away. Perhaps I can add a 
thought of my own. 

Great tzadikim are correctly concerned about 
Chillul Hashem more than their own safety. 

When one lives a life Al pi Torah,  he must ensure 
that others view him and the Torah in a positive 
light. It is incumbent upon all of us to live our lives 
as examples of Kiddush Hashem. 

We ask HKBH to redeem us lmaaan shemo 
beahavo,  for the sake of kiddush Hashem... 

Yaakov Ovinu knew that he may be killed and that 
frightened him, but he was also concerned,  that 
if that happens,  what would people say about 
theufe he chose. 

What would people say about the guarantee that 
HKBH gave him in Parshat Vayetze,  that he would 
return to his father’s home. 

That was his second worry. 

As I write these lines on the day of the sheloshim of 
the passing of Ovi Moiri hareini kaporat mishkovo,  
I am grateful that I merited to see my father oh live 
such a wonderful and exalted lifestyle. 

Just one story if I may. 

Being a professor in Biochemistry and senior 
lecturer in university,  he came into contact with 
hundreds of students on a daily basis. 

One Friday afternoon as my father was leaving his 
work to come home, a student approached him. 
Clearly something had upset her and she was 
suffering from a trauma,  but she said that felt 
suicidal. 

With little time to shabbos my father said to this 
non Jewish student,  that she should come home 
and spend shabbos in our home! 

She did, and the non Jewish lady spent shabbos 
with our family and she felt better. 

To this day she credits my father for having 
shown her a reason to live and for having shown 
her respect as an individual and taught her by 
example  how to care for others. 

A living kiddush Hashem. 

As we mourn his loss,  we are comforted by the 
legacy he left us. 

Zecher tzadik livrocho. ■ 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
REFUAH SHELEIMA OF:

In 5689 (1929), Rav Yosef Yitzchak traveled to Eretz Israel. On route he passed by Alexandria, Egypt, 
and as his ship docked at port, the door to his cabin suddenly opened. Quickly entering was a man 
carrying a large basket of magnificent looking fruit. The man was weeping from emotion, and when he 
finally calmed down he recounted the following story to the Rav:
“When I was a little boy my grandfather went to see your father’s father, the Rebbe of Lubavitch, 
and he brought me with him so that the Rebbe could bless me. My grandfather had brought some 
beautiful fruit to the Rebbe as bikurim. You were then a small boy too, and at that time you were 
playing in your grandfather’s room. It was then that the Rebbe said to my grandfather, ‘May it be G-d’s 
will that your grandson,’ and he motioned to me, ‘brings bikurim to my grandson here.’
“Many years passed,” the man added. “Because of my business, I ended up living in Egypt. When I 
heard that you were passing through Alexandria, I suddenly remembered the blessing of the Rebbe, 
your grandfather. I then told myself, ‘The time has come!’ I immediately took a basket of fruit and 
brought it to you, and I thank G-d to have merited that the blessing of the Rebbe, your grandfather, 
was fulfilled.”
From his youth, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak was in fact a holy product worthy of praise, raised with the aim 
of leading multitudes of Jews.
He was born to Rabbi Shalom Dov Ber on Tammuz 12, 5640 in the small town of Lubavitch. While 
only a small boy, his father told him, “Man has two eyes. There are some things that he should look 
at with his right eye, and some with his left eye. One must always look at a Jew with the right eye, and 
toys and candy with the left eye.” “From that time on,” said Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, “the principle by 
which we must always look at a Jew with a good eye, regardless of who he may be, was entrenched 
in my heart.”
At the age of 17 he married a relative of his, the granddaughter of the Tzemach Tzedek. During the 
week of the Sheva Brachot, his father announced the establishment of a network of yeshivot named 
Tomchei Temimim, and the young Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak was appointed as its director. It must be 
underlined that the yeshiva published a religious journal for children, the first of its kind in the world, 
entitled HaAch (“The Brother”).
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak’s father passed away in 5680, and he was thus called upon to replace him as 
the sixth leader of the Chabad movement.
The Rebbe of Lubavitch assumed this responsibility at a very difficult time for Judaism, during the 
first days of the communist regime in Russia. He immersed himself in this work with great devotion, 
without heeding the terrible persecutions that prevailed at that time in Russia. He made certain that 
the Torah institutions his father had founded remained opened. When Jews were forbidden to learn 
Torah, the Rebbe assembled children in cellars and attics and secretly taught them Torah. This he did 
until the police discovered him and put him in prison. Yet there too the Rebbe demonstrated extreme 
courage, asking that he be brought his Tallit and Tefillin. When his request was refused, he declared 
that he would no longer eat until being allowed to don his Tefillin. Even when he was called before an 
inquiry, he replied that he would answer no questions until he was given the opportunity to pray with 
his Tallit and Tefillin. In the end he was victorious, and his Tefillin were brought to him.
Thanks to the efforts of chassidim throughout the world, the Rebbe was freed from prison. The date 
of his liberation, Tammuz 13, was decreed as the “holiday of deliverance” by Chabad chassidim, and 
on this day chassidim throughout the world gather and joyously celebrate.
After his liberation, the Rebbe traveled to Latvia, then to Poland, where he broadened his network of 
yeshivot. After the Nazis entered Poland, he fled to the United States and made his home on Eastern 
Parkway Boulevard in Brooklyn, New York.
By the time the Rebbe arrived in the United States, he was already broken in body and soul. 
However he gave himself no rest until having founded a great Chassidic movement there. American 
Children and youngsters flocked by the thousands to his yeshivot, and through his influence they 
enthusiastically adopted Chabad Chassidut. The Rebbe also published dozens of textbooks for 
Chabad yeshiva students.
Failure was an unknown word to Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak. He never relented before having succeeded 
in everything he began. Under his instruction, hundreds of Chassidim moved from Russia and 
other countries to Eretz Israel, and there they founded settlements and a network of educational 
institutions.
On Shevat 10, 5710, on the morning of Shabbat, his holy soul arose to Heaven. He left behind a 
legion of warriors that assured the continuity of the Chabad movement.
After the passing of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, his son-in-law Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson 
became the seventh Rebbe of Chabad. 
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H A L A C H O T

IS IT PERMISSIBLE ON EREV SHABBAT TO FILL UP AN URN WITH 

WATER THAT WILL BECOME COOKED ON SHABBAT

Is it permissible to fill an urn with cold water just before the onset of Shabbat, 

such that the water will be heated on Shabbat?

Halacha imposes certain restrictions on placing raw or partially cooked food on 

the fire before Shabbat. The Rabbis were concerned that since the food is not 

fully cooked when Shabbat begins, one might stoke the coals to expedite the 

cooking process, which would constitute a Shabbat violation. Accordingly, these 

prohibitions apply only in cases where there is the possibility of accelerating the 

cooking process. Hence, according to most authorities, if an urn has no dials 

or knobs, and is simply plugged into the wall, one would be allowed to fill it 

with cold water just before the onset of Shabbat, since he has no possibility of 

increasing its heat to accelerate the cooking process on Shabbat.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Russia-New York, 1895-1986), in his sefer Igrot Moshe, 

Helek 4, Siman 74:23, however, ruled stringently on this issue, forbidding filling 

an urn with cold water if the water will not become hot before the onset of 

Shabbat. He was concerned that a person may take some water from the urn 

before the water is fully heated, which will have the effect of accelerating the 

heating process, as a lower quantity of water heats more rapidly than a higher 

amount. Rabbi Feinstein felt that due to this concern we should forbid filling an 

urn just prior to Shabbat.

The majority of authorities, however, disputed this ruling, arguing that the 

Talmud makes no mention of such a concern. It speaks only of the concern 

that one might stoke the coals, and therefore in situations where there is no 

possibility of increasing the heat to accelerate the heating process, one may 

fill an urn with cold water just prior to Shabbat. See Sefer Matmin U’Mevashel 

BeShabbat, page 44.

SUMMARY: One may fill an urn with cold water just before Shabbat, even though 

the water will still be cold when Shabbat begins, provided that the urn has no 

dials or knobs for adjusting its heat. ■

Mordechai ben Musha Yeta |  Aharon ben Leah  I  Pinchas ben Tamar  I  Rivkah bat Sarah  I  Pesach Simcha ben Feigle  I  Yona bat Esther

Naomi bat Mazal  I  Sarah Chaya bat Blima Freida  I  Myriam Lea bat Sarah  I  Rafael ben Rachel  I  Elisha Ben Ayala  I   Sarah Bat Rachel
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Kids Time

➊  What sort of messengers did Yaakov send to Esav? 

➋ Why was Yaakov both “afraid” and “distressed?” 

➌  Where did Dina hide and why? 

➍   What was it that healed Yaakov’s leg? 

➎ Why did Esav embrace Yaakov? 

TEST YOURSELF - Q&A

➊ 32:4 - Angels. ➋ 32:8 - He was afraid he would be killed. He was distressed that he would have to kill. 
➌ 32:23 - Yaakov hid her in a chest so that Esav wouldn’t see her and want to marry her. 
➍ 32:32 - The shining of the sun.  ➎ 33:4 - His pity was aroused when he saw Yaakov bowing to 
him so many times.

Answer

JOIN TAL AT OUR WEEKLY 
MONDAY NIGHT INSPIRATION
For more details email events@torahactionlife.com


